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Site Seeing

The City of the Pink Quarry
Morelia, Mexico

The Historic Center of Morelia comprises 219 blocks, 15 squares
and approximately 1,113 monuments. All of the above gives it an
architectural, historical, tourist and cultural heritage of enormous value.
This is the reason why The Historic Center of Morelia was recognized by
UNESCO, as a Cultural Heritage of Humanity, at the end of 1991.

Built with the typical
pink stone of the
region which is why
Morelia has been called
on many occsions:
“City of the Pink Quarry”

The most captivating of all is that the Morelian center that can
be admired today is the same one that its inhabitants saw in the
16th century. The monuments and buildings that we are privileged
witnesses of several centuries of intense historical development.

The area of historical

monuments in the center of Morelia presents
us with a very interesting urban model, typical of the 16th century. The
combination of the Hispanic Renaissance architecture with the echoes of
the ancient pre-Hispanic cultures is very attractive.

The most representative of the state of Michoacán, in terms of its
art, culture and social evolution, is manifested in the Historic Center
of Morelia. A curious fact is that this urban space in the capital of
Michoacán is the only one in the entire Mexican territory that does
not have a “zócalo”.

Without a doubt, the most striking thing about the Morelia Center is
the pink hue of its buildings, which gives it an unmistakable appearance.
The monuments and buildings of the Historic Center of Morelia
exhibit an unusual fusion of medieval, renaissance, baroque and even
neoclassical details.

Morelia in general has a wide range of attractions for visitors:
from the contemplation of this architectural heritage, to the
numerous gastronomic offer of local restaurants, passing through
the artisanal, folkloric and popular wealth of the inhabitants of this
beautiful city.
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Site Seeing

Plaza de Armas
Morelia is unique in Mexico for having seen so little change to
the layout and architectural makeup of its historic city center since its
establishment in 1541. Of the 200 historic buildings protected under
its UNESCO World Heritage Site status in the downtown core, the
majority are to be found in and around Plaza de Armas, the city’s
largest square.
Designed in the 16th-century- it was for a spell known as the
Plaza of the Martyrs in honor of executions performed here during the
Mexican War of Independence - it’s here that you’ll find the old Town
Hall along with numerous cafés and restaurants, many wit fine views
over the park and towards the cathedral.

The Aqueduct
The Morelia Aqueduct (El Acueducto) is one of the city’s most
important landmarks, and one of the best-preserved examples
of its type in the world. Located in the eastern part of the old
city center, this remarkable feat of engineering was built between 1785 and 1789 and measures 1,600 meters in length. It
is supported by 253 arches, some as high as 10 meters.
Distinguished by its unique pink hue- the result of using locally
quarried rock-the structure was commissioned to carry drinking
water to the city after a two-year drought, as well as to provide
employment for the region’s indigenous population.
Some of the best views of the Aqueduct are from the cobbled
trail that runs alongside a lengthy portion of it, a particularly
pleasant experience at night when it’s lit up. It has become a
tourist attraction as a great Instagram-friendly spot.
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The Palacio de Gobierno

Site Seeing

The Palacio de Gobierno is an architectural marvel
and one of the biggest landmark buildings in Morelia.
Covered with stunning murals that tell the tale of how
Mexico gained independence, this building today holds
an important government post as well as a culturally
significant structure. It is worth it to explore the beauty
of this building so don’t miss it!
Hours of Operation:
24/7
Address:
Av. Morelos Sur, Centro histórico de Morelia, 58000
Morelia, Mich., Mexico

The Palacio de Justicia
The Palacio de Justicia is another beautiful building that
hosts important historic documents that played a part in
the creation of the Supreme Court of Justice of Morelia.
In addition, the building also has interesting audiovisual
shows and unique exhibits on display for tourists. If you
are lucky, you can catch a few events and festivals that
they host here as well.
Hours of operation:
Mon - Fri: 8am - 6pm
Address:
Allende 267, Centro histórico de Morelia,
58000 Morelia, Mich., Mexico.
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The Conservatorio
de las Rosas

Address:
Santiago Tapia 334, Historic
Center of Morelia

Site Seeing

The Conservatorio de las Rosas name may
be misleading. This former convent is much more
about music than it is flowers. While wandering
through the airy halls, you may hear tunes blaring
from the interior rooms as musicians practice. The
Rose Conservatory is a music education institute.
This former convent is actually touted as the first
music conservatory in the Americas.

Moelia Cathedral
You can venture inside the Morelia
Cathedral to see notable paintings, sculptures,
and a massive German-made organ. It was the
largest organ in all of Latin America when it
was installed in the early 1900’s and remains of
importance in Mexico today. Linger here long
enough and you may even hear the organ in
action! If you do take a look, be sure that your
dressed modestly and remember to be silent in
this place of worship.

Hours:
6:00am-9:00pm
Address:
Av Francisco
I. Madero Pte
S/N, 58000
Morelia, Mich.,
Mexico

Morelia, Mexico

More of a night owl? Then you most
see the Cathedral on a Saturday night for a
particularly interesting display! There’s a new
LED display that occurs each Saturday, with
fireworks overhead to complete the sound &
light show. Don’t miss it if in Morelia over the
weekend.
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Muesums

Museo Casa Natal de Morelos
The Museum of Morelos Birthplace is now filled with documents
and a Disney-esque animatronic version Morelos himself that comes to
life to give an impassioned speech (in Spanish, of course).

Address:

C. La Corregidora 113, Centro histórico de Morelia,
58000 Morelia, Mich., Mexico

Hours of Operations:

Daily: 9:00 am – 7:00 pm

Centro Cultural Clavijero
This free old government office building is open to the public. It
was built in the 17th century, filled with some of the most contemporary interesting artefacts you will find. This is a must to visit for any art
enthusiast.

Address:

El Nigromante 79, Centro histórico de Morelia,
58000 Morelia, Mich., Mexico

Hours of Operation:
Tue - Sun: 10am - 6pm

Morelia, Mexico
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Muesums

Museo de Arte Contemporáneo Alfredo Zalce

T

his is an excellent museum, nestled into a lovely area of Morelia, full of parks
and other cultural attractions. The museum is housed in an architecturally
fascinating Victorian mansion. The interior was renovated into a first class
modern art exhibit space, but still retains some beautiful vintage details.
The museum is named after the amazing, giant of Mexican art, Alfredo Zalce, who
lived and worked in Morelia for many years. His work is always on display in one of the
galleries, while the rest of the museum has constantly changing shows of very high
quality art from Mexico and around the world. This place provides a rare opportunity to
always see a selection of his original work, including a few large sculptures in the yard
outside.
Alfredo Zalce created an enormous body of diverse artwork over a long life. He
lived until his mid 90s, and passed away in 2003. Over a very long career, he worked
in a wide variety of medium: paintings, sculpture, ceramics, drawings, photography
and printmaking. He was a key member of the Taller de Gráfica Popular, a vibrant and
prolific center for printmaking in Mexico City, that thrived in the 1930s and 40s. This
museum has an enormous wealth of his artwork to select from for carefully curated
exhibits. He also was an acclaimed muralist who painted famous murals in government
buildings in Morelia, and other locations around Mexico.

Morelia, Mexico
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Muesums
Museo de Dulce

A

mong many other things, Morelia is famous for its rich
sweets. Proof of this is that it has a museum dedicated
to the subject in which they explain their establishment
in convents and monasteries during colonial times, processing in
the large houses by morelianas families, product marketing and the
birth of the first factories, all this through 5 meeting. Just thinking
about it will make you salivate and less evil can buy more than 300

varieties of sweets.

In the rooms of this interesting place you will be able to admire
the life of Morelia from its beginnings to the present day, full of
complex social customs and exquisite architecture, as well as its
context in the times of independence, reform and revolution. You
will witness how, in mansions of pink quarries, the Morelian families
shaped this sweet tradition and transformed it into a new economic
activity, starting its commercialization in the first establishments of
the city.

The candy store has a beautiful Parisian-style cafeteria and
patisserie where many personalities from Morelia’s high society
met to chat about contemporary issues and taste the gastronomic
delights of the place.

Discover the fascinating flavor of Morelia with its extensive
variety of traditional sweets within a Morelian atmosphere that will
transport you to the colonial and Porfirian times, where spaces,
colors and flavors merge with legends, history and tradition.

Throughout this time, the company has witnessed numerous
family anecdotes and has compiled recipes that capture the
gastronomic history from independent Mexico, through the
Porfiriato and its French influence, to the present day. Invaluable
treasures of Morelia’s fine confectionery that blend with the fruits of
our land and the refinement of French pastry.

Enjoy admiring the colonial kitchen where you can see the
artisan elaboration of the Moreliano ate and taste it freshly made,
as well as a room with miniature models of the three great stages
of the Moreliana Sweet Shop, the convents, the large houses and
the first factories with steam machinery with the one that ates were
made in the 40’s.

Morelia has always been famous for its exquisite sweets that
arise from the fusion of Spanish cuisine with the gastronomic
folklore of the indigenous people, giving rise to a great variety of
products that today make up a whole sweet tradition, inherited and
perfected over time.

Admire the extensive gallery of old photos of the city of
Morelia, the courtyard of carriages from the 19th century, and enjoy
the history and traditions of yesteryear in a film that is shown in
their mid-20th century movie theater.

Morelia, Mexico
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Food
Mercado de
Dulces
Information
Hours:
Open daily
9:00 am to 9:00 pm
Address:
Centro histórico de Morelia,
58000 Morelia, Michoacán,
Mexico

Mercado de Dulces
Do you love sweets? Then you’ll be in sugar heaven – Morelia
is known as a candy mecca in Mexico. The city’s high altitude and
subtropical weather is ideal for growing the mangoes, coconuts, sugar
cane and other ingredients used to make the sweet treats.There’s a
whole market devoted to sweets – the Mercado de Dulces.
You’ll find interesting candy at Mercado de Dulces (Morelia’s
famous candy market)Housed in a former Jesuit college, the market
consists of a long alley stuffed with stalls, displaying an extraordinary
variety of concoctions guaranteed to give you a major sugar high.
Packaged chocolate bars or Western-style candies? No, instead
think of balls of sugary tamarind, guava paste, haystack-shaped
toasted coconut (made with condensed milk) and crystallized fruits.
Rompope (bottled eggnog liqueur) is another popular item for sale
here.

Morelia, Mexico
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Food

La Azetea
La Azetea is located at the Juaninos hotel, the panoramic view
of the cathedral is one of the incentives to come and enjoy a lunch
or dinner at this restaurant. However, specializing in contemporary
Mexican food and traditional michoacana fusion cuisine, this elegant
restaurant will offer dishes at the height of the best restaurants in
Mexico.
In this avant-garde and modernist space, which has a uniquely
designed bar, you can relax and enjoy a panoramic perspective of
the historic center of the city and the majestic Cathedral of Morelia,
as well as choose between different proposals for fun and conviviality
that they will make you live in different and some of the most
unforgettable experiences.
23 USD average consumption
RUBÉN CRUZ- Executive chef
Precursor of Mexican cuisine, great
chef and teacher, specialized in
contemporary Mexican cuisine and
fusion of traditional Michoacan
cuisine, the original recipes are
prepared with the touch of the flavor
of ancestral cuisines.

Morelia, Mexico

San Miguelito
On March 6, 1996, San Miguelito Morelia Restaurant – Galería –
Bar was opened to the public and at the beginning was headed
by Don Servando Canela, his son Erick, his wife María Elena and
soon after his daughter Cynthia joined. In an attempt to rescue
the heritage of Mexico, in San Miguelito from the moment you
arrive you will see a very Mexican decoration restaurant that is
part of this Mexican culture. Its menu is just as traditional and you
can find a wide variety of dishes made from millenary ingredients
typical of Mexico.
The kitchen works to offer the most exquisite flavors that are
appreciated and are of the memory of the cultures is founded,
the hands that cook have memory and the heritage of Mexico
that tastes of corn, chile, tomato and cilantro fall in love with the
heritage of Spain that tastes like cheese, olive oil, chorizo and
vinegar, to make San Miguelito a place that mixes art, crafts and
gastronomy with the magic of Mexican cuisine in which the past
and the present meet, where learn with the five senses to discover
in silence, what words can not say.
19 USD average consumption
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Food

La Inmaculada
This restaurant has become a classic of Morelia because it has a

Lu Cocina
The Casino Hotel which is located in an eighteenth century building,

variety of Mexican and Michoacan dishes.The space itself is a large dining

Lu Cocina Michoacana restaurant concept that implements Lucero Soto is

room and ordering system works through ticketing, which makes it even

given a twist to the already established without losing the essence of the

more picturesque.

Michoacan cuisine.

The list of appetizers is endless: chicken enchiladas, tacos, gorditas,

They look for all natural products, taking into account the origin of the

pambazos, tostadas, tamales, corundas, pozole, buñuelos, fried or comal

raw materials and how to cook them with local recipes and the delight in

quesadillas, sopes, flavored atole, gelatin, tea or coffee. Every Moreliano

the sense of taste. Uruapan avocado, blue corn Aranza, Cotija cheese, chili

cannot deny that he has dined at least once at La Inmaculada.

moreliano and organic tomatoes, are some of the basic ingredients of the
dishes.

The temple and underground were created by the architect Bert
Glauner, who gave the construction modernism, which is also one of the

At nightfall there is a great story that invites you with traveling music

only temples of contemporary architecture that Morelia has. Visitors to La

acompices with a fresh cocktail or an aromatic glass of wine from mexican

Inmaculada can enjoy pambazos, gorditas, quesadillas, tamales, tostadas,

terroirs. Where you will find the research of the product in turn and close

donuts, jellies and other snacks at affordable prices.

with your stay in the Historic Centre of Morelia will flourish.

8 usd average consumption

Morelia, Mexico

18 usd average consumption
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Benito Juárez Zoo
A fun Morelia attraction to visit for those traveling with
kids is the Benito Juárez Zoo (Zoológico Benito Juárez) for
only 1.50 USD (general admission). Established in 1970 and
named after popular Mexican President Benito Juárez, the
grounds were in fact planted some 100 years earlier and make
for an attractive backdrop. In addition to its collection of larger
animals-including tigers, bears, monkeys, and zebras-the zoo
boasts over 530 different species, making it one of the largest
such attractions in Mexico.
Also fun for kids is the petting zoo, and exploring the
playgrounds and park-like setting, which also includes a
good-sized lake offering boat rentals. The zoo also operates a
well-stocked aquarium.

Family Attractions

Address:

Calz. Juárez S/N, Félix Ireta,
58070 Morelia, Mich., Mexico
Hours:
Mon - Fri: 10am - 4:30pm
Sat - Sun: 10am - 5:30pm

Ciclovia Dominical
Ciclovia Dominical is an extremely popular sport in
Morelia that takes place only on Sundays. Just like marathons,
the city shuts down a popular street in Morelia to traffic, where
people driving non-vehicular means such as skaters, skateboarders and bicycles are allowed to take over for a whole six
hours. You can rent a bicycle for yourself at very affordable
rates. The stretch is really beautiful to cycle down with your
friends or even alone, as you are sure to make new ones on
the road.
Address:
México 15, Centro histórico de Morelia,
58000 Morelia, Mich., Mexico
Hours:
Sun: 8am - 1pm (closed on Mon - Sat)
Morelia, Mexico

Page 13

City Attractions
Teatro Stealla Inda
Who wouldn’t enjoy a classic live theatre experience?
Instead of going to the same worn-out tourist spots, try
something unique while in Morelia with Teatro Stella Inda,
which holds interesting and breath takingly magnificent live
performances throughout the year. You can book your tickets on
the spot on a whim, or book them beforehand online as well.
This will make for a very magical and romantic evening, and is
the perfect way to spend some quality time with your spouse
enjoying a show together.
Address:
Av Francisco I. Madero Pte 1200, Centro histórico de
Morelia, 58000 Morelia, Mich., Mexico

Sense club
If you are looking for a more electrifying and incredible way to
spend your night than a relaxing bar, this is the perfect spot to hit for
a great night out. Sense Club is one of the most frequented clubs in
the city and boasts of great DJs and high audio quality. Because of its
sheer popularity, you might have to make reservations ahead of time
especially on weekends to avoid a long wait. But once inside, you can
enjoy dancing all night and sipping a wide variety of delicious cocktails.
Address:
Avenida Jefferson s/n, Santa Maria del Guido,
58350 Morelia, Mich., Mexico
Hours:
Fri: 9am - 2pm, 9pm - 3am;
Sat: 9pm - 3am

Morelia, Mexico
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The Great Outdoors

Monarch butterfly tour

V

isiting morelia between December and March? Then you must
do a day trip to the neighboring Sierra Madre mountains to
witness the amazing sight of thousands of monarch butterflies wintering
in the Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve. The best months to
visit the monarch butterfly sanctuaries are december through march.
Because when the weather turns colder, they fly up to 3,000 miles south
to Mexico – to this natural protected area, which is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site.

Cuauhtémoc Forest
Bring out the inner adventurer in you and go hiking or
bird watching along this beautiful nature trail. You will trek
through a forest, several lakes, and a moderate climb. If you
want to take this experience to the next level, bring along
your camping equipment and set up camp near the road. This
is a great way to spend an early morning to get your blood
pumping right before a relaxing city tour.

T

he story of the migration of the Monarch butterflies is truly
remarkable – a special “Methuselah” generation even lives
longer than other generations so these butterflies can survive the
perilous journey. We visit the Sierra Chincua Sanctuary, one of four
sanctuaries open to visitors in the world-famous Monarch butterfly
reserve. After riding caballitos (small horses) up to the fir trees where
the butterflies have gathered, we see them.

Morelia, Mexico
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Casa de
las Artesanías
Come to the House of Crafts inside a wing of the
Ex-Convento de San Francisco. Launched to benefit
indigenous craftspeople; arts and handicrafts from all over
Michoacán are displayed and sold here. On the upper
floor there are a few independent shops and a free craft
museum, the Museo Michoacano de las Artesanías.

Plaza San Agustin
On weekends, a colorful outdoor artesanía market is
set up along the arches just south of the cathedral.
Come here for mementos – you’ll find everything
from handmade clothing and jewelry to home goods
and toys. In the evenings, food stalls set up to feed
shoppers.
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